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Clare McGreevy

Context
I am the English Lead of Lowerplace, a three-form entry primary
school. I also lead the OU/UKLA TaRs Hub/ Teachers Reading
Group in Rochdale and organise an annual children’s Literature
Festival for the town. I am dedicated to raising the profile of
children’s reading for pleasure by involving the wider
community.

OU Research inspiration and rationale:
In line with the OU research findings (Cremin et al, 2014) I aimed to:

•
•

To develop social reading environments, albeit virtual ones
To develop reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive within families
and our school

Aims:
To encourage children, families and the school community to read for pleasure during
lockdown by:
•
•
•

Creating a virtual school library online (‘The Virtual Snug’)
Creating a half-termly reading newsletter (‘Placebook’)
Developing reciprocal reading relationships between staff, children and parents

Outline

The Virtual Snug!
The school library, affectionately know as Grandma’s Snug, is a community-focused space
where parents, children, staff and members of the wider community come to borrow and
share a love of books together. After lockdown occurred, I looked at ways that we could still
connect with families at home in order to share books and decided to move the Snug online.
•

I asked our IT manager to set up a mysterious door on the home page of the school
website which invited visitors to step inside and added a school welcome message and
mission statement:

•

I got in touch with Cressida Cowell to ask
if she would mind recording a
personalised message for the Snug page
in order to give it a sense of excitement
and gravitas. She very kindly obliged
with a wonderfully inspiring clip from
her writing shed.

•

I asked our IT team to create categories within The Virtual Snug to make it easy to
navigate:
- Authors’ Corner
- Chapter Books
- Well-loved Tales
- News and Competitions
- Epic Books

•

I approached authors to ask if they
would contribute readings from
their books to ‘Authors’ Corner’.

•

In the section ‘Chapter Books’, I asked the office team to add links to authors’ reading
their books.

•

For ‘Well-loved Tales’, our wonderful staff all chose a favourite picture book to read
or retold a traditional tale

Placebook, The Lowerplace Reading Newsletter
In order to reach families who might not have the Internet, I created a half-termly newsletter.
This was also a way of promoting the Virtual Snug to families who didn’t know it was
available on the website. The newsletter included invitations to share reading areas at home,
local library details, competitions, the latest book reviews, interviews with staff and
invitations for children to share their book reviews.

In order to stay connected with families over the summer, I am also making a bumper
summer edition that will include reviews from children, parents and staff. It will also
include photos of reading areas that children have created at home. I contacted the author
Emma Carroll and she agreed to be interviewed for the summer edition. When the year 6
children returned to school, they created the questions that they wanted to ask:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Have you always wanted to be an author?
What were your favourite books as a child?
What age did you start writing stories?
Is it hard to come up with original ideas?
Where do you get inspiration?
How long does it take you to write a book?
Where do you write your stories?
Do you have to edit your stories a lot before you are happy with them?
Do feel pressured when you are writing a book?
Out of all the books you have written, which is your favourite?
Why did you choose to write a book about Ancient Egypt?
What inspired you to write about WW2?
What fascinates you about historical themes and how long does it take to research information for your stories?
Would you like any of your books to become a movie? If so, which one?
Do you choose the front covers for your books?
Who is your favourite author?
Are you currently writing a new book?
What tips would you give someone who wants to become an author?

Impact
Given the nature of the current crisis, understanding the impact of the Virtual Snug and the
Newsletter is still patchy. We have promoted both on our virtual classrooms and pushed a lot
of reading for pleasure activities, as the reading rivers completed by most of the children

showed that their reading was largely of a digital nature. Additionally, only a certain
proportion of children are accessing the classrooms in order to engage in book chat with
teachers and classmates.

Next Steps
•
•
•

Survey texted to parents to ascertain if they have seen the newsletter and virtual
Snug; if not, why not and what would make them more likely to access them.
Link virtual learning activities to stories read on the Snug pages.
Text and virtual classroom requests for children and parents to contribute to the
summer newsletter.

