Knowledge is Power

CHLOE AND ABBIE WYATT

CONTEXT
 We

are currently third year BA Hons Primary
Education students at the University of Greenwich.

 We

are completing an enhancement course
based on children’s literature and reading for
pleasure (RfP.

 We

both have experience in teaching within
schools, ranging through year groups 2 to 5.

OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION AND RATIONALE
Cremin et al. (2014) identified that in order to support children to
read for pleasure, it is vitally important that teachers have good
subject knowledge: that they have a good knowledge of children’s
literature. The Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research identified that
although many teachers choose to read for pleasure, many lack
knowledge around current children’s literature. It is clear that this will
have a negative impact on children’s reading for pleasure as they
will not be exposed to a wide range of high-quality texts. We chose
to focus on this aspect of the research findings as we believed that
this was an area that we had limited knowledge in; therefore we
wanted to develop and explore our understanding and knowledge
of a wide a range of children’s literature. This area was also of
interest to us because we know that teachers need to be familiar
with engaging and appropriate literature and deepening our
knowledge will positively impact on our future teaching practice.

AIMS
 We

aimed to reflect on our current knowledge of
children’s literature through self-reflection on
children’s books and authors.

 We

also aimed to show how we have enhanced our
knowledge of children’s literature over the duration
of this course, through different workshops and our
own research.

 We

aimed to engage as part of a community of
readers to help us broaden our knowledge of
children’s literature.

OUTLINE
Enid Blyton

Roald Dahl

This showed
us how
limited our
existing
knowledge
was.

Julia Donaldson
Jacqueline Wilson

J. K Rowling

Rainbow Fairies Collection

Our current
knowledge of
children’s
literature

Horrid Henry

Michael Morpurgo

Anthony Browne

TRIP TO THE CENTRE FOR LITERACY IN
PRIMARY EDUCATION, LONDON

Our trip to the CLPE’s library, open
to all teachers and trainees,
highlighted to us the huge range
of children’s books there is.
We looked at many different
picture books and novels for age
groups and across various different
topics.

UNIVERSITY SESSIONS

Exploring human rights within
picture books

During university sessions we
explored a range of different
children’s texts. These sessions
gave us a insight into what is
available to support children
and the ways in which
children’s literature discusses
and tackles serious themes
and important values.

OUR OWN RESEARCH

We also undertook our own
research, and used Booktrust’s
website for different book
recommendations.

The CLPE website
had many book
recommendations
from all their staff.

IMPACT
At the end of the project, we were able
to name many more authors and
illustrators.

David Walliams

Frank Cottrell Boyce

Tom Fletcher

Benji Davies

Our knowledge of
children’s literature
now

Justin Richardson

Peter Parnell

R. J. Palacio

Pam Smy

REFLECTIONS ON IMPACT THE TARS
RESEARCH HAD ON PRACTICE
It is clear that by focusing on this aspect of the TaRs
research, we have developed more knowledge of
children’s literature. This will help us when we have classes
of our own. By knowing more literature, we will be able to
make more focused and suitable recommendations to
children.
Next Steps
• We want to continue to develop our knowledge on children’s literature
and bring this knowledge on children’s books and authors into the
classroom.
• We want to use our deepened knowledge to provide our classes with a
wide range of books in their reading environment. This will support them
in making choices and developing their own reading preferences.
• We want to continue this developing of knowledge onto poetry as this is
an area we both still lack knowledge in.

“READING ONE BOOK IS LIKE EATING
Some of the books we enjoyed
ONE POTATO CHIP”- DIANE DUANE

